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What are USRASs?

A 16-week research award (consecutive weeks)
* USRAs —

— Provide financial support for a natural sciences and
engineering (NSE) research placement
e $6000 from NSERC + supervisor supplement*

— Help students gain research experience in an academic setting
— Stimulate interest in research in NSE

— Encourage students to undertake graduate studies and pursue
a research career in these fields

*Total value of award is for student’s personal use at their discretion.
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Do | qualify?
To apply
By application deadline:

v' Be a Canadian citizen or permanent resident

v" Have obtained a (min) cumulative B or B- average over previous years of
study*

v' Be registered in a bachelor’s program at NSERC-eligible university

To hold award

v" Have completed all course requirements of at least 15t year of university study
for your bachelor’s degree

v' Be registered in at least one of the 2 terms immediately before holding the
award (i.e. Fall and/or Winter terms for a Summer award)

v" Be engaged on full-time basis in research activity in NSE for tenure of award

*Competitive program; minimum average doesn’t guarantee an award
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Do | qualify? (cont’d)

Indigenous students:

v’ Individuals who self-identify as Indigenous, meet the
program criteria and are recommended by their
university, do not count toward the university’s
allotted quota of awards

Other:

v" An individual -
= Can’t hold more than 1 USRA in a fiscal year (i.e. April 1 to March 31)
= Can’t hold more than 3 USRAs during their university undergrad career
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Who does NOT qualify?

Students who —
— have started a graduate program
— hold higher degrees in NSE

— are enrolled in a professional degree program (ie.
MD, DDS, BScN)

— Are/will be enrolled in courses full-time for the
term in question™

*You can take a maximum of 2 courses concurrent to your USRA. Supervisor
and student must make arrangements to make up the time.
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Supervisor requirements

Supervisor* —

- Must hold a faculty position that makes them eligible
to supervise students

*As of Summer 2020, supervisors no longer need to hold NSERC funding to qualify.
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University award allocations

e Universities are given a yearly allocation of USRAs by

NSERC
— 94 for Summer 2022

e Allotted awards are distributed across Western
faculties (based on a formula)
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Ranking students

* Universities are responsible to establish their own
selection criteria within the broad guidelines that

NSERC provides

— Criteria are determined at faculty level at Western and
may be stricter than NSERC’s guidelines

* At Western, faculties rank and select students
according to their established criteria

* Rankings are typically based on:
— academic record

— aptitude for research, and
— expected quality of the training to be received
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Award decisions

e Faculties will inform applicants of their award
decisions after selection process is complete*

e Awards are non-transferable

 Award funds are provided monthly to award holders
through Western’s HR system

*NSERC will also email successful applicants (students) an award letter after
the award has started.
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How to apply/re-apply

* Application is done through NSERC’s Online System

 NSERC online form is completed by both student and
supervisor

— Student — Form 202 (Part |)
— Supervisor — Form 202 (Part Il)

* If you've applied for a USRA previously, use the same
form and update the information, transcript (don’t
start a new form)
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How to apply (cont’d)

Form 202 Part | — Student

— Upon completion of Part I, the system generates a
Reference # that you provide to your supervisor so they
can complete Form 202 Part I

— NSERC PIN — |leave field blank if this is your 15t application
to NSERC (the system will assign you a PIN)

— “Official” transcripts not required for students registered
at & intending to complete their USRA at Western.
However, transcripts must meet specific requirements.

Western’s “Academic Record” is acceptable
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How to apply (cont’d)

Form 202 Part Il - Supervisor

* Links to Part | by logging into the Online System and
entering the Reference # the student provides

* Provides:
— a description of the project™ (must be NSE focused)
— a clear description of the student’s role, and
— the expected quality of the training to be received

e ‘Submits’ in Online System to Western Research

*Note: USRA holders cannot do thesis research during the term of the award
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orm 202 — Student
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FORM 202 - PART 1 System-iD
Application for an Undergraduate Student Research Award (USRA) or 381100381
Experience Award

Reference No. Date:
433415 2019/11/13

Famiy name of student Given name Initial(s} of &l Parsonad Identmcation no. (PIN)|
‘given names|
Kilianski Louise E Valid 435208
ACADEMIC BACHGROUND (including ongoing postsecondary degree)
Degree MName of discipline Institution Department :;a;mm:
expacted
ﬂm@
completion
Bachelor's |Biclogy Western Omtatio Biology 2022/04
A the fime of application, you are afendng a posisecondary Instiution?  Have you ever Neld a USRA or Exparence
[ ] rus e [ parttmez P Oy IR N e [Jres [x]me
SCHOLARSHIPS AND OTHER AWARDS RECEIVED (start with most recent and include NSERC awards)
. Period held
Name of award Location of tenure t = ‘men)
Best Dressed Western Ontario 201801 - 2018/01

OTHER INFORMATION
CRzenship

[¢]canadian citzen Dﬁﬁdﬁﬁmﬂmm a6 stated on ofSdlal IMigration doctment) >‘
Languags of comespondence Consent 1o sharng INMDATEoN S joint-lnding opEonuNity
[ =ngisn [ erenen El Yes l:l ro
Curmrent 3d0ress Permanent maling address (IT dmerent fom cument address)
15393 Western Foad 555 Main Street
S5B 5150 Harmmlton O ALALAL
London ON M6G1GH CAMNADA
CAMATHA
If cumrent adgress Is temparary. indicats leaving date Telephone number at permanent maling 3ddress
519-5535355
Telephona numBer 3t current adaress. E-mail adoress
519-6612111 lowise kilianski@uwo.ca
Form 200-1 (2015 W) s*.ﬁ?ﬁﬂ?empml. w&w@“ﬁn@ "e__ Version frangalse dsponibie
C;ana'cﬁ PROTECTED WHEN COMPLETED
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Form 202 - Student

Reference number

FORM 202 - PART | SystemiD
Application for an Undergraduate Student Research Award (USRA) or 381102381
Experience Award
Feference No. -
433415 201911113
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Form 202 - Supervisor

NSERC

WWW.NSerc-crsng.gc.ca
/| Comtactus | Hep . | |
Save Preview Portfolio Instructions Logout
Project Profile =

_Furm 202 Part II - Project Profile

Project Profile

Supervisor Profile Program Undergraduate Student Research Awards
Current Employment Student name EKiEianéki, Louise
g;j_‘:mss at Location Student Reference Number 433415 1
enure
Outline of Proposed Proposed work term| Summer e Year YYYY
Rese.-arm Project Title of proposed research | Project title | ——
Preview Student's project
LR 1) Research subject code |ANIMAL BIOLOGY _
ﬁﬁzﬂs Application language English ® French O

Institution that will admmlster;we stern 'éntari.a 1 List. ..
the award

Department Biology

Save Preview Portfolio Instructions Logout
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THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO
****NOT A UNIVERSITY TRANSCRIPT****

ACADEMIC RECORD AR Date: 2020-FEB-04 09:41:54_AM

Page: 1

Birthdate: - Sex: M

Residency: Canadian/Native

---RESIDENCY INFORMATION:
GRAD 1208 CDN

---ACADEMIC PROGRAM HISTORY:
Program: Faculty of Engineering Status: Active in Program
Plan: 13702WPI B.E.Sc. Civil/w Prof Intern DEG
Subplan: Environmental w Int'l Dev Opt

Permitted transcript
type for UNO
students

---UWO PROBLEM INFORMATION: NONE FOUND
---UWO REGISTRATION CONDITIONS: NONE FOUND ---Undergraduate Record:

—---UWO PERSONAL DATA: --2016 Fall/Winter: Prog:ESBES Lv:1 Ld:F

APPTYPE: HAS DEG: ATTEMPTS: 0.0 Plan:B.E.Sc. Engineering Sc DEG
11 H H}] Course Description Units Grade
—---UWO ACTIVE SERVICE INDICATORS: NONE FOUND Academlc Record APPLMATH 14112 00l LNR ALE NUM ANALYSIS FOR ENG 0.5 087
ENGSCI 1021B 001 PROPERTIES OF MATERIALS 0.5 080
---UWO COMMENTS: NONE FOUND aCCu rate to ENGSCI 1036B 001 PRGRMMNG FUNDAMNTLS FOR ENGNRS 0.5 070
PHYSICS 14012 001 PHYSICS FOR ENG STDNTS T 0.5 083
—---BASIS OF ADMISSION: PHYSICS 1402B 001 PHYSICS FOR ENG STDNTS II 0.5 073
W 2016 Ontarioc Secondary School Diploma 2016 Dec. 31 2021 ENGSCI 1022Y 001 ENGINEERING STATICS 0.5 071
3 2020 BEng Western University 2020 1 CHEM 1302A 001 DISCOVERING CHEMICAL ENERGETIC 0.5 073
ENGSCI 1050 002 INTRO ENG DESIGN & INNOVTN STU 2.0 075
—-—-ADVANCED STANDING: NONE FOUND APPLMATH 1413 003 APP MATH FOR ENGRS I 1.0 080
BUSINESS 1299E 00€ BUSINESS FOR ENGINEERS 1.0 075
—---HIGH SCHOOL COURSE INFORMATION: Term AVG: 76.46 Pass: 7.50 Term Totals: 7.50
External Org: Good Standing. May proceed in Engineering
LVL Subject Description Source Units Grade Eligible for Civil Engineering
12 LawW CLN4UA oUE 1.0 091 SPCL AVG: Sessional: 76.47 DHL: 7¢.47
12 ENGLISH ENG4UA ourP 1.0 082 Cum AVG: 76.46 Pass: 7.50 Cum Totals: 7.50
12 WRITING EWC4UA our 1.0 082
12 MATH MCV4UR oup 0.0 081 --2017 Fall/Winter: Prog:ESBES Lv:2 Ld:F
12 MATH MCV4UA ouu 1.0 NMR Plan:B.E.Sc. Civil Opt DEG
12 MATH MDM4UA ouu 1.0 NMR Course Description Units Grade
12 MATH MHF4TUA ouP 0.0 080 EARTHSCI 2281B 001 GEOLOGY FOR ENGINEERS 0.5 073
12 MATH MHF4UA OoUM 1.0 NMR CEE 001 MECHANICS OF MATERIALS 0.5 Oe4d
12 BIOLOGY SBI4UA oup 1.0 081 CEE 001 INTRO TO STRUCTURAL ENG 0.5 077
12 CHEMIST SCH4UA our 0.0 0e7 CEE 001 STRUCTURAL THEORY & DESIGN 0.5 08s
12 CHEMIST SCH4AUA OUM 1.0 NMR CEE 001 ENGINEERING FLUID MECHANICS 1.0 08e
12 PHYSICS SPH4UA oup 0.0 083 CEE 001 INTRO TO ENVIRONMENTAL ENG 0.5 078
12 PHYSICS SPH4UA OoUM 1.0 NMR STATS 001 APPL PROB & STATS FOR ENGINEER 0.5 0e4
12 MATH MCV4UR ouUM 1.0 ae7 CEE 001 COMPUTATNL METHD FOR CIV ENG 0.5 094
12 MATH MDM4TA OUM 1.0 094 APPLMATH 22 001 APPLIED MATH FOR ENGINEER II 0.5 081
12 MATH MHF4UA oup 1.0 097 APPLMATH 2 001 APPL MATH CHEM & CIVIL ENG III 0.5 o8z
12 CHEMIST SCH4UA oup 1.0 oez WRITING 002 BETTER COMMUNICATION BRIDGES 0.5 073
12 PHYSICS SPH4UA ourP 1.0 ogs Term 78.91 Pass: €.00 Term Totals: €.00
12 MATH MCVA4UA OUF 1.0 099 Good Standing. May proceed in Engineering
12 MATH MDM4UA OUF 1.0 0ee SPCL AVG: Sessional: 78.92 DHL: 78.92 Prior Year: 76€.47
Cum AVG: 77.55 Pass: 13.50 Cum Totals: 13.50
---ADMISSION AVERAGES:
00989482 0 ESBES B:FIN T:FIN O:Y --2018 Summer: Prog:ESBES Lv:3 Ld:F
FIRST 92.0000 MIDYR 93.3333 FINAL 94.0000 Plan:B.E.Sec. Civil Opt DEG
GR11 82.€000 Course Description Grade
00989482 1 HSHS4 B:FIN T:FIN O:Y ENGSCI 2250 001 ENGINEERING SUMMER CO-OP 5 SAT
FIRST 92.0000 MIDYR 91.5000 FINAL 92.1667 Term AVG: 0.00 Pass: 0.00 Term Totals:
GR11 B52.6€000 Good Standing. May procesd in Enginesring
Cum AVG: 77.55 Pass: 13.50 Cum Totals: 13.50
---UWO ADMISSION COMMENTS: NONE FOUND
--2018 Fall/Winter: Prog:ESBES Lv:3 Ld:F
---SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS: Plan:B.E.Sec. Civil Opt DEG
Subplan:Environmental w Int'l Dev Opt
Course Description Units Grade
---DEGREE INFORMATION: NONE FOUND EARTHSCI 3340A 001 WATERSHED HYDROLOGY 0.5 080
CEE 3348A 001 PROJECT MGMT & ENGNEERNG CASES 0.5 085
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NSERC application support

 NSERC has a short, helpful Online Tutorial (~*8 minutes)
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/Videos-
Videos/usra-brpct eng.asp

e Visit Western’s USRA web page
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http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/Videos-Videos/usra-brpct_eng.asp
https://www.uwo.ca/research/funding/students/nserc_usra_overview.html

Western deadline

* Form 202, Parts | & Il must be completed and
submitted online by: Friday, Feb. 18, 2022

 Don’t submit online until you’ve attached the
Academic Record (accurate to Dec. 31, 2021)

Western & Research



Additional information

Holding a USRA at another university
* You can hold an award at another university

* The other university will handle the application, adjudication and awarding
processes; you need to contact them

Travel allowance
* No longer provided by NSERC

Corrections/changes to a submitted application

* Research Services must return the application to the supervisor in the Online
System. When changes are made, the supervisor re-submits, creating a new
“snapshot” of application that NSERC can see

Unable to complete the USRA award term?
* Supervisor/student must notify faculty USRA contact immediately
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